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For more information, contact SA Stud Book on 
051 410 0900 or visit the websites  

www.sastudbook.co.za or www.logix.org.za.

focus

D
airy farmers are constantly 
under pressure to produce 
economically. It is, 
however, an unfortunate 
fact that dairy farmers 
remain price takers, even 

if there are large quality differences in 
primary production. The pressure thus 
remains to make informed management 
decisions that can focus on the core 
aspects of dairy farming. 

Management reports by Logix Milk 
focus on these aspects and provide 
farmers with a continuous frame of 
reference with which the quality of 
products can be evaluated against the 
quality reported by milk processors. The 
evaluations are done independently 
throughout the year by accredited 
laboratories and can serve as starting 
point when disputes arise. 

Dry period
Successful early lactations start with 
the dry period, when the animal’s 
rumen needs to be adjusted to utilise 
the production ration at the start of 
lactation. It must be accomplished 
without spurring on the growth of the 
foetus in the late stages of pregnancy, 
which can cause calving problems.

During the dry period, it is important 
to sufficiently increase rumen organisms 
in order to make optimal use of the 
ration fed during early lactation.

Several advantages arise from this. 
Firstly, the animals will reach peak 
production earlier, but will then deliver 
more sustainable production. The 
second advantage is that the animals 
will move from a negative energy 
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balance to a positive energy balance 
earlier.

Primary nutrition
To produce economically, it is necessary 
to ensure that the available primary 
nutrition on the farm is optimally 
utilised. This can play a major role in 
herds for which fertilised pastures are 
used as the primary source of nutrition. 
This provides a great opportunity, since 
the crude protein and fibre that are 
available in abundance is fully utilised. 

Increasing energy in the rumen will 
lead to better utilisation of the available 
crude protein. This way, more rumen 
organisms will be produced with the 
available feed that can be converted to 
milk more economically.

It is vital that sufficient feed space 
and drinking water are available to avoid 
dominance and the queuing of animals 
to drink or feed. Sufficient space will 
ensure optimal intake and production.

General and udder health
With nutrition and pregnancy at 
optimum levels, it is extremely 
important that a very high level of 
general health and especially udder 
health are maintained. Management 
activities that cause problems can be 
observed, interpreted and identified 
in management reports. It is therefore 
important to constantly monitor the 
situation and to eliminate management 
activities that may lead to problems.  

By regularly determining each 
animal’s somatic cell count (SCC), in 
which the lactose percentage in the milk 
is also available, one can get a good 

indication of instances where animals 
are under pressure. This makes timely 
action possible. 

Other management or outside 
activities that can lead to poor udder 
health can be identified by regular 
SCC observations. In cases where only 
certain milking points in the milking 
parlour are not functioning optimally, 
great variation in the SCC is possible, 
since cows are not always milked at the 
same milking point.
 
Make informed decisions
To help dairy farmers make informed 
decisions and to control the quality of 
their product, regular lists are supplied 
to Logix Milk participants in which the 
cows that proportionally contribute the 
most somatic cells to the bulk tank, are 
identified.

If level of quality is such that the 
producer can be penalised due to a high 
SCC, these animals can be identified, 
their milk withheld from the bulk tank 
and a higher income realised for the rest 
of the milk.

The habitual criminals, i.e. the animals 
that regularly produce high SCC milk to 
such an extent that the quality of the 
entire milking is negatively affected, will be 
identified in this way. These lists are regularly 
provided to Logix Milk participants in order 
to identify possible cull cows.

To help milk producers, SA Stud Book 
is prepared to communicate with any 
participant and to upgrade reports or 
make them more applicable. Farm visits 
are available to evaluate the entire 
dairy enterprise to find an appropriate 
solution for each situation. SF


